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Ijssel River, where the Dutch had created advance fortifica-
tions and where their army had taken a strong stand. Amster-
dam and Rotterdam are bombed repeatedly and many fires set.
Later estimates will put at 40,000 the number of casualties in
Rotterdam alone during the period of resistance. Since the
start of hostilities several thousand parachutists have landed in
the Netherlands. They are reinforced by resident fifth colum-
nists; by a considerable number of "air infantry/' transported
by plane and landed at the captured air fields; and by several
groups of soldiers brought down the Rhine in "Trojan barges,"
in the same fashion that German soldiers had been sent to
Norway in preparation for the attack on that country. An
attempt to seize The Hague by those methods fails. Another,
directed at the Waalhaven airport in the suburbs of Rotter-
dam and the vital north-south bridges in the Momlijk region,
succeeds in maintaining its lodgement. There is little effective
defense by Dutch air forces* British combat planes are active
in Holland; British bombers attack German troop concentra-
tions in the Rhineland and the Krupp arms works at K&sen.
Winston Churchill names a cabinet of national unity. An-
thony Eden becomes Secretary for War; Sir Archibald Sinclair,
Secretary for Air; and A, V, Alexander, First Lord of the
Admiralty. An inner "War Cabinet" of five is composed of Mr.
Churchill himself as Prime Minister and Defense Minister;
Clement R. Attlee, Lord Privy Seal, and Arthur Greenwood,
Minister without Portfolio, representing Labor; Viscount
Halifax, who remains as Foreign Secretary; and Neville Cham-
berlain, who becomes Lord President of the Council.